Banquet 2014
Skinners’ Hall – Thursday 6 November 2014
Approximately 100 members and guests enjoyed
the annual banquet at the splendid Skinners’ Hall
(described on their website as the "Country
House venue in the heart of the City"). The
Master chose Skinners’ Hall for our banquet
because, in addition to being an excellent venue,
the company supports 6 schools, one of which
he attended 50 years ago. The Skinners
Company is one of the "Great Twelve" original livery
companies dating back to 1327. After an excellent dinner
we were brilliantly entertained by Laura, Robin and
Jamie from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama
with a selection of songs from West End shows.
Our principal guest and speaker for the evening was
Captain Ian McNaught the Deputy Master of Trinity
House.

Ian started his career in the Merchant Navy and trained at

Fleetwood Nautical College. After qualifying he joined BP Tanker
Company in 1972, and transferred to
general cargo ships and LPG tankers
until 1979. After a spell serving in ships
running in and out of Beirut during the
civil war and into the Gulf during the
Iran/Iraq war Ian joined the Cunard Line
in 1987. Appointments followed in the
QE2

and

Cunard

Princess

during

Operation Desert Storm (the invasion of Iraq) and Ian subsequently
became Cunard’s youngest ever Master at the age of 46 and later
became the permanent Master of the QE2 in 2003. Apart from a
short spell away he remained with the ship serving the Royal family
until it was retired in 2008. His career afloat ended in 2009 when he
joined Trinity House and he assumed the duties of Deputy Master (and Executive Chairman of the
Lighthouse Board) in 2011.
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Ian began his speech by telling a tale about a Captain’s inspection he had made on one of his ships,
very funny but made me have second thoughts about choosing sausages from the breakfast buffet at
the hotel the next morning. Ian went on to talk about Trinity House, it being a very special year for
them as they celebrate their Quincentenary (500 years since King Henry VIII signed the royal petition
to formally bring them into being). They are still fulfilling the same role as laid out in the original
charter i.e. to serve the mariner and support those in need, to
provide education in training and seamanship, and promote safe
navigation. Their Charity operates 18 almshouses in Walmer, Kent
and in addition to providing grants to four maritime charities
engaged in youth opportunities and training, further education /
training is provided via the Professional Yachtsmen Bursary
Scheme to support those in the ever expanding commercial yacht industry. Ian mentioned the many
events that had marked their Quincentenary year which included one in April when their Master, HRH
The Princess Royal, opened an exhibition at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich entitled
“Guiding Lights”. Ian explained their special commitment to the
Sailors’ Children’s Society, a charity which began in 1821 and to
date has helped some 8500 children and then went on to explain
the role of Trinity House. As the General Lighthouse Authority for
England, Wales, the Channel Islands and Gibraltar, they are
responsible for the operation and maintenance of some 68
lighthouses, 538 buoys and 10 light vessels around our shores and inspect on an annual basis some
10,000 aids to navigation run by independent port authorities. He concluded by telling a tale about a
letter written in August 1812 from a previous Master, the Duke of Wellington, in which he expounded
his frustrations with Whitehall and their bureaucratic outlook, noting that nothing seemed to have
changed over the years in this respect. He concluded by explaining how, by embracing modern
technology and e-navigation, Trinity House can reflect the needs of the modern mariner and play its
key role in Maritime UK.
In response the Master thanked Ian for his interesting speech which gave us a flavour of life at sea,
the role Trinity House and the frustrations of dealing with Government. The Master went on to explain
the role of our Company and the relevance of Livery Companies today. It was an excellent banquet
much enjoyed by all.
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