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Nulla vita sine aqua 
(Without water there is no life) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Worshipful Company of 
Water Conservators 

Promoting a diverse and sustainable environment 
What is a Livery Company? 

Most Livery Companies began their lives as 
"Guilds", a term derived from the Saxon word 
"gild" for payment, since members paid towards 
the cost of membership. Once paid, they became 
"Free" [or Freemen] of the Company. The aim of 
any Guild was to maintain standards of workmanship 
for the craft or trade it represented, for the benefit 
of both its customers and of its members. As well 
as regulating their craft, the Guilds undertook a 
responsibility for the education of apprentices, 
training them in the skills and art of their trade. 
These Guilds evolved into Companies which could 
apply to be recognised by the monarch and the 
earliest reliable record of a Company is of the granting 
of a Royal Charter to the Weavers· Company in 1155. 
Skilled members of Guilds were entitled to wear 
special clothing, or Livery, to denote status of 
belonging to a trade. 

Many of the Livery Companies are based in the 
City of London. While many Companies are hundreds 
of years old and can trace unbroken descent from 
mediaeval Trade Guilds, others are much younger. 
The 19th Century in particular saw a growth in the 
number of Guilds established as new crafts and 
trades developed. New Guilds were formed - 
becoming Livery Companies as they grew - and 
to this day continue to be formed, all with the 
principal following aims: 

■ to promote and maintain standards in their craft 
■ to promote education, especially in their craft and 
■ to work actively to support charity. 
Most livery companies, particularly those 
established in recent years, are primarily charitable 
organisations. The active livery companies also 
play an important part in social life and networking 
in the City of London. 

A Brief History and Background to the 
Worshipful Company of Water Conservators 

Today's piped water distribution network is the product 
of the last two centuries. For at least five centuries prior 
to that the vital task of water distribution was largely a 
manual job. This involved not only housewives and 
servants but also full-time water-bearers carrying heavy 
loads of water in large tankards through city streets. 
In 1496 these water-bearers in the capital petitioned to 
form themselves into a Fraternity - The Fellowship of the 
Brotherhood of St Christopher of the Water-Bearers of 
the City of London. Their trade being essentially manual, 
they never became a Livery Company, but they were 
nevertheless an organisation that represented and 
regulated the operation of water-bearers in the City for 
well over 200 years until the advent of commercial water 
companies led to their gradual decline. 

From the 19th century three institutions emerged to 
regulate the professional side of the water industry: the 
Public Health Engineers, the Institution of Water Pollution 
Control and the Water Engineers and Scientists. In 1986 
these institutions merged to create the Institution of 
Water and Environmental Management [IWEM) Two 
years later the decision was taken to form a Guild to 
further enhance the profession. In 1994 the Guild was 
recognized by the City of London and became the 
Company of Water Conservators. On 1st January 2000, 
the Worshipful Company of Water Conservators became 
the 102nd Livery Company of the City of London. In 2005 
the company was incorporated by Royal Charter; a long 
journey from those humble fraternal origins in 1496. 

Today the Company is managed by a Court consisting of 
the Master, the Thames, Fleet and Walbrook Wardens, 
[who each hold office for one year and are elected from 
the ranks of the Court Assistants], together with selected 
Court Assistants and Past Masters. The day-to-day 
running is carried out by the Clerk, a salaried official, 
supported by the Beadle on ceremonial occasions. 
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Aims of Our Company 

The primary objective of the Company is to promote the 
development and advancement of the science, art and 
practice of water and environmental management and 
the various scientific subjects related thereto and to 
continue to maintain and conserve the public 
requirements of clean water, both for domestic and 
industrial purposes. To this end, the Company promotes 
professional and social intercourse between members by 
organising meetings, social events and other activities 
and, through its Water Conservation Trust, finances on a 
selective basis students embarking on a career in water 
and environmental sciences and research. 

Water Conservators share a passion for conserving water 
and the environment. Our Company's focus on water and 
related environmental matters puts us at the heart of 
some of the most important issues facing the world 
today. We believe that the UK now leads the world in 
environmental and climate change solutions. Through 
the Livery Company we are in a unique position to inform 
Government, the City of London and the public about the 
many and important ways that water affects our lives. 

Charity and Education 

Our Company's Charity is The Water Conservation 
Trust Registered as a Charity in 1992 [No 1007648], 
its objectives are: 

■ the relief of poverty 
■ the advancement of education 
■ the promotion of research. 
The Trust supports education in schools, through financial 
and technical support for a variety of water and environ- 
mental projects; and at universities, by awarding bursa- 
ries and dissertation support grants for Masters degree 
students. The Company has strong links with Oxford, 
Sheffield and Brunel Universities. The Trust also supports 
the Maidstone Sea Cadets; a special needs institution for 
children in Wales, Ysgol Y Gogarth; and has worked with 
AIDU at RAF Northolt to build a pond and conservation 
area for a school with disabled children in Ruislip. 

Through regular giving in support of the Company's 
charitable work and participation in charitable events 
current members· donations provide roughly half the 
Trust's income. The balance comes from the yield from 
the investment of members· historical donations. 

Company Social Events and Activities 

The Company arranges many events 
throughout the year including four formal 
lunches and an Annual Banquet These 
convivial functions are held in some of the 

City of London's most ancient and 
prestigious Livery Halls and personal and 

business guests are most welcome. Over the last few 
years our programme of high profile speakers has led 
to record attendances at the lunches and banquets. 
In addition to the above, visits have been organised to 
places of interest such as St George's Chapel, Windsor; 
the Eden Project and Kew Gardens and recent events 

include a weekend in Portsmouth with a Trafalgar night 
dinner aboard HMS Warrior, and champagne tasting 
in France. The Christmas Carol Service is always a 
popular family event and places for the annual visit to 

The Globe Theatre are always much in demand. 

Our Membership 

We have a diverse and professional membership 
committed to charitable works and education and 
actively engaged in business and social networking. 
Our membership is drawn from both the water 

and the waste management sectors, as well as 

a wide range of other environmentally focussed 

organisations. 

Membership of the Company has unique benefits: 

■ the opportunity to become a Freeman of the 
City of London and participate in its history 
and pageantry 

■ membership of a community of trades, crafts 
and professions and diverse social interests 

■ access to formal occasions in the magnificent 
Livery Halls of the City, as well as other 
events ranging from high-powered lectures 
and discussions to light-hearted purely 
social affairs. 

The Company welcomes applications to join the 

Company from qualified professionals committed 
to helping the cause of a better environment and 
prepared to share their knowledge and experience 
for public benefit. For further information please 
apply to the Clerk.



 

Salvador Dali and the Tear Badge 

The particular "Tear" 
worn by Members of 
the Company has a 
most interesting history. 
The original belongs to 
Mr Hugh Millais, great 
grandson of the pre- 
Raphaelite painter, 
Sir Joshua Millais. 

Salvador Dali gave Hugh Millais a Platinum Tear 
that he had made to be worn round the neck on a 
chain. He told him that, ·with this tear you need 
never cry again". 

Hugh Millais and Past Master and Clerk Emeritus 
Hugh Berridge have been close friends for decades. 
In consequence when the Guild was formed and 
needed a badge, Mr Millais agreed to allow the Tear 
to be copied by Garrards [the Crown Jewellers] and 
to be used by the Livery. The Water Conservators 
are honoured to be able to use such a beautiful, 
evocative symbol as their badge. 

The Company's Coat of Arms 

The Company's Grant of Arms 
was presented by Rouge Croix 
Pursuivant of Arms at an 
Installation Lunch in the 
Watermen's Hall on Thursday 
1st July 1993. 

The four bougets as depicted in the centre shield 
represent the link with the past, as these were the 
original means of carrying water. It so happens, too, 
that the bouget is one of the oldest heraldic symbols. 

The Crest consists of two elements: the first being a 
wolf's head [from the Coat of Arms of Sir Hugh 
Myddleton who was responsible for the first piped water 
supply to the City via the New River in the 17th Century] 
and the second is a circlet of borage flowers from Hugh 
Berridge·s Crest [borage being the official name for 
a ·water Forget Me Not"]. 

The cross represents the City of London and the 
supporters consist of two animals - a beaver and an 
otter - each holding a shovel to recognise the part 
played by the UK Chapter of the American Select 
Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovellers in the 
formation of the Guild. 

 
 

For further information on the Worshipful Company of Water Conservators please contact: 

Christine Duthie 

Acting Clerk 
The Worshipful Company of Water Conservators  
17 Church Street 
Puncknowle 
Dorchester 

Dorset  

DT2 9BL 

Tel: 01308 898538 

Email: clerk@waterconservators.org 

www.waterconservators.org 


