
Worshipful Company of Water Conservators’ 
Response to Defra 

 

Call for evidence on commonly littered and problematic plastic items 

Wet wipes and moist wipe products 

1. Would you support a ban on wet wipes containing plastic? 

You will be asked about possible exemptions in the following questions. 

• Yes X 

• No 

• Don’t know 

• Please give reasons and supporting evidence 

Despite all good intentions, labelling, and the provision of alternative disposal options including bins, 
wet wipes will continue to be flushed and continue to cause the current problems and damage to 
the environment.  Therefore as a minimum the non-biodegradable plastic component must be 
banned.  

 

2. In the case of a ban on wet wipes containing plastic, would you support there being some 
exemptions for wipes used for medical purposes? Medical uses of wet wipes include patient care, 
spill absorption, and to clean equipment and surfaces. 

You will be asked about additional exemptions in the next question. 

• Yes  

• No X 

• Don’t know 

• Please give reasons and supporting evidence 

There is no technical justification for the exemption. 

 

3. As well as wipes used for medical purposes, are you aware of any uses or situations in which the 
use of wet wipes containing plastic is essential and could be considered for any exemptions in future 
legislation? 

• Yes 

• No X 

Please give reasons and provide supporting evidence. 



There is no technical justification for the exemption. 

 

4. Are you aware of the water industry’s Fine to Flush standard? 

• Yes X 

• No 

 

5. If you answered yes to question 4, do you think the current water industry ‘Fine-to-Flush’ 
standard is effective in reducing sewer blockages caused by wet wipes? 

• Yes 

• No X 

• Don’t know 

• Please give reasons and supporting evidence 

The standard could only make a partial difference if every producer and retailer co-operates.  
However, many products are sources globally so a UK based scheme is unlikely to be effective.  The 
use of the term Fine-to Flush and the standard can be misleading and confusing when put in the 
context of the use of other terminology and whether or not to flush other products. The time has 
come to evolve the system of control and use the testing protocol in a different way.  Only toilet 
paper should be flushed with human waste.  All used personal health products must be disposed of 
by other means. 

 

6. Do you support a mandatory ‘flushability’ standard for wet wipe products placed on the market to 
indicate more clearly which wipe products are truly flushable? 

• Yes X  

• No 

• Don’t know 

• Please give reasons and supporting evidence 

The use of a mandatory standard for flushability is a minimum, the principle must be not to flush 
anything other than toilet paper. 

 

7. Do you support mandatory labelling on packaging about disposal and the impact of wet wipe 
products on the environment? 

a. Yes X 

b. No 

c. Don’t know 



d. Please give reasons and supporting evidence 

The problems with the disposal and impact of wet wipes are well known both in terms of the 
problems that they cause in the waste water collection and treatment process but also in the wider 
impact of plastics in the environment. 

 

8. Would you support an extended producer responsibility scheme for wipes containing plastic? If 
so, how might this operate? 

• Yes  

• No X 

• Don’t know 

Please provide suggestions for how this might operate. 

A producer responsibility scheme for wipes containing plastic will not work as the origin of the wet 
wipes cannot be identified and producers have no control over how the wet wipes are used. 

 

9. What alternatives are there to single-use plastic wet wipes, including wipes made from non-plastic 
materials? We would welcome evidence on the cost of these alternatives, their environmental 
impact and any issues that could be caused by increased use of them. 

• Yes X  

• No 

• Don’t know 

Please give supporting evidence on the cost and environmental impact. 

A change in practise is required from general use of wet wipes to the use of reusable cleaning 
materials.  The use of disposable, single use, biodegradable wipes should be limited to when there 
are no alternatives and the wipes binned for subsequent disposal, not flushed.  


