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7. Visit to All Hallows by the Tower and the Mithraeum. 

On Saturday 3 September thanks to the good offices of Court Assistant  Christine Jarvis 

and the Master’s Consort a group of Water Conservators had a hugely enjoyable and illu-

minating guided tour of All Hallows Church, followed by lunch and then an equally won-

derful (illuminated) guided tour of the recently reopened Roman Mithraeum in the Bloom-

berg building. 

 



 

 

It was particularly pleasant to be able to visit All Hallows Church since it is of course the 

home church of our Company chaplain, the Revd. Katherine Hedderley, and we look for-

ward to celebrating our annual Carol Service there on 15 December. 

The church is the oldest in London, dating back to 675 A.D., and appears to have been 

built on the site of a Roman house from which remains of mosaic floors survive.  There 

are also arches from the early Saxon church and two very early carved crosses which were 

revealed when the church was bombed! 

Moving forward through time we saw monuments and documents associated with sev-

eral famous figures including Archbishop Laud and William Penn and more recently the 

Revd ‘Tubby’ Clayton founder of Toc H.  We then enjoyed an excellent lunch in the Church 

café. 

Christine and our other guide Kate then led us efficiently to the Bloomberg building where 

the remains of the famous Temple of Mithras are displayed in the basement.  (This was 

a replacement of our original planned to visit Superbloom by the Tower – sadly the flowers 

had gone over!) 

The Temple dates from the c2nd AD and was dedicated to Mithras, an Eastern deity par-

ticularly popular with the Roman army.  Discovered in the 1950s it was moved due to de-

velopment and has only just returned to its original site, where it is now wonderfully well 

displayed with a small museum of finds and an immersive virtual reality experience sug-

gesting what it would have been like to attend a service there. 



 
 

 

All in all this was a thoroughly enjoyable event and everyone enjoyed the opportunity for a 

good chat with friends.  Many thanks to the organisers and particularly to Christine and 

Kate for their huge expertise. Yet another event in our active social calendar! 

 

8. Master’s weekend in Somerset 

On Friday 16 September, 18 of us foregathered at the historic Castle Hotel for our  

weekend in Somerset. The hotel is noted for its fine dining (‘far too good for Taunton’ in 

the acerbic wit of a noted satirist, who is not popular locally) and after welcome drinks we 

were served a superb dinner which prepared us well for the events to come. 

  



 

 

The following morning we strolled across to Taunton Castle itself where we were treated 

to a wonderful talk by author and historian, Tom Mayberry MBE DL, on a suitable watery 

topic, the history of the Somerset Levels. Many of you will remember the dreadful flooding 

of a decade ago; Tom’s talk reminded us that this was nothing new – the Levels are in 

part below sea level and have been subject to recurring periods of inundation over the 

past 10,000 years. Man’s response to this through history has been rich and varied. It 

includes neolithic wooden trackways (such as the Old Sweet Track); King Alfred who used 

the isle of Athelney as a secure base from which to build the Kingdom of England; the 

massive drainage works (including re-rerouting several rivers) by the monks at  

Glastonbury; down to Monmouth’s rebellion where a major factor in his ultimate defeat at 

the battle of Sedgmoor was the inability to find a route over the rhines at night. One mes-

sage is that the Levels have always been managed but it is difficult to fight nature.   



 
 

After that we decamped to the recently updated Museum of Somerset (see picture of 

some of us examining the wonderful mosaic of Dido and Aeneas, recovered from a 

wealthy local Roman villa). 

 
 

Late afternoon we made our way to the award winning Sheppy’s cider museum and  

orchards. A guided tour of the orchards, the cider presses etc and the museum ended with 

a tutored cider tasting. It started with the type of scrumpy which would have been drunk 

like water by farm labourers and moved on through a variety of blends and single apple 

ciders. See the intensity with which we followed the instructions of our guide below. It was 

nice to see the same sophistication being introduced to the very British drink of cider as 

is apparent with wine in France and elsewhere. 



 

 
 

The day ended with a splendid dinner at Sheppy’s featuring a variety of local dishes  

(including pork with apple and apple cake with custard) and accompanied by cider and/or 

wine. 

 
 

The formal weekend ended after breakfast the following morning and I believe a great 

time was had by all. True to our Company ethos, we sought throughout to conserve as 

much water as possible by drinking wine or cider. 

 



 
 
Georgina and I were so pleased that so many were able to join us. It was lovely to be able 
to showcase one of the many beautiful parts of our country.   

 

 

 

 

 

9. Reflections Flotilla 24 September  

 

 

On the evening of 24 September, a flotilla of cutters and other craft accompanied Her 

Majesty’s Row Barge Gloriana in a silent illuminated procession down the Thames from 



Chelsea Harbour to Tower Bridge in honour of our late sovereign, Her Majesty Queen  

Elizabeth II. It was a most solemn and moving experience. 

 

At the kind invitation of the Master Mariner, the Master Water Conservator, Consort and 

Clerk were privileged to watch the flotilla along with a number of Masters and a contingent 

of sea cadets from HQS Wellington. The Gloriana solemnly ‘tossed’ (or raised) oars as it 

passed the Wellington. It was an unforgettable experience and a wonderful tribute to Her 

Majesty. It also demonstrated yet again that London is one of the finest cities in the world 

- something we easily forget in the hustle of everyday life. 

 
 

 

10. Sheep drive across London Bridge and WCT sponsored 
walk 

Sunday 25 September was a busy day for the Master, Consort and several of our  

members. We started by watching the traditional sheep drive across London Bridge and  

attending the associated livery company fair at Monument. The Master was able to pay 



his personal respects to the Lord Mayor and exchange greetings with a number of fellow 

masters. 

 
 

As well as a lovely and important event, this was in the nature of a fact-finding operation. 

We have not to my knowledge participated in driving sheep across the river (at least in 

recent years); it is less complicated than I had imagined - one does not for instance have 

to bring one’s own sheep. Perhaps something for a future year? Also could we have a 

stand at the livery fair showing us conserving water? 

 
 

After that a brief diversion to Guildhall Yard for the Lord Mayor’s military band competition, 

presided over by our honorary Liveryman and Past Lord Mayor, Sir Andrew Parmley. We 

were unable to stay long as our own Water Conservation Trust (WCT) walk took  

precedence. 



 
 

A quick dash across London to join a group of 10 on our annual WCT walk organised 

superbly as ever by Past Master Rob Casey. We even had two students from Queen Mary 

joining us for most of the event. It was a lovely walk, in beautiful weather along the Re-

gent’s Canal from Paddington to King’s Cross.  Rob will report on the money raised -  

suffice it to say it was a very significant amount, all going to our Schools‘ programme.  

We ended with a very congenial late lunch as indicated below. Congratulations again to 

our vibrant WCT! 

 
 

A terrific day all round. Total distance walked about 11 miles. What a wonderful city  

London is! 

 

11. Michaelmas Lunch 



Our Michaelmas Lunch took place in the bright expansive surroundings of Trinity House, 

one of our favourite venues. (This was a change in venue as, pleasingly, our original choice 

would have been too small for the numbers attending). Our Company guests included  

Sir David Wootton, Master Lightermen and Watermen and former Lord Mayor together 

with his Clerk, Julie Lithgow, Robin Batt, Master Mariner (who had entertained Consort, 

Clerk and me on HQS Wellington the previous weekend) together with his Clerk, Scott 

Hanlon, and our guest speaker Robert Hannigan CMG. 

 

Robert was formerly Director of GCHQ and security adviser to the Prime Minister; he is 

currently Warden of Wadham College, Oxford, which is of course our founder partner in 

the Water Conservation Trust’s bursary scheme. Robert stresses he is not a spy but  

confesses that he may know some members of that profession. Whilst not giving away 

any secrets, Robert gave a very illuminating, not to say alarming, summary of the cyber 

threats facing water and other industries. He distinguished three types: ‘amateurs’, some-

times teenagers, who do it just for ‘fun’; professional criminal groups whose aim is  

blackmail; and state sponsored organisations. All three are real and present threats.  

(Indeed one fellow attendee had lost £50k, now recovered, to a cyber attack the previous 

weekend). Robert’s speech, though on a serious matter, was delivered in a delightful style. 

Who among us knew that on the dark web one can buy cyber attacks and indeed that the 

gangs providing such services appear to offer performance guarantees! 

 



 

 

In many ways Robert exemplified what our livery is about - serious purpose allied to  

conviviality! 

We were also delighted to welcome one new Liveryman (Brett Bader) and three new  

Freemen (Gemma Harvey, Jessica Bain and Justin Harper) to our Company as well as to 

celebrate the formal appointment of our beloved Christine Duthie as Clerk. 

The stirrup cup afterwards was particularly well attended and it was only with some diffi-

culty we were encouraged to leave at closing time. There is a great buzz about the Com-

pany at present! 
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