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MAY THE FORTH BE WITH YOU
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The beginning of May saw HMS SCOTT make 
the 703 mile journey from base port in Plymouth 
to Rosyth, Scotland, ready for replacement of a 
new engine. To achieve this transit on only one 
engine, Ship’s Company had to undergo FOST 
training to assure that they could operate safely 
at sea after such a long period alongside. 
Training included numerous fire and flood 
exercises as well as bridge emergencies.

The transit was particularly challenging with the 
Ship only having one serviceable engine.  To 
make sure we had expert knowledge 
immediately available we retained one of the 
Finnings engineers, the engine manufacturers, 
onboard should any issues arise.
Due to a high turnover of personnel this was the 
first opportunity for many to experience sea time 
on this particular Ship and for some of the junior 
AB HMs, their first sea days in the Navy. 

SCOTT successfully reached Rosyth, her new 
port of repair and the current home of Prince of 
Wales, the Royal Navy’s newest aircraft carrier. 
On her final part of the journey SCOTT sailed 
under the impressive Forth Bridge with only a 3 
metre clearance above her main mast.

The three Forth Bridges ahead of SCOTT

Clearing the Queensferry Crossing

The older Forth Road Bridge astern



HMS SCOTT has had a particularly challenging 
year since the catastrophic engine failure in 
June 2017. Following the transit North for repair 
in Rosyth, the focus has been on completing 
the extensive repairs to return to surveying in 
2019.

The repair package has had some memorable 
moments including the cutting of a 23.7metre 
squared hole in the side of the Ship to crane 
the new engine in. The engine block alone 
weighed a mighty 35 tonnes, the equivalent of 
3,500 Emperor Penguins! The ship’s 
multi-beam sonar array has also had a 
complete overhaul in preparation for a return to 
survey operations. SCOTT still has hurdles to 
overcome such as the impending rigorous 
Harbour Acceptance Trials followed by Sea 
Acceptance Trials under the watchful eye of 
SCOTT’s Engineering Officer, Lt Sam Fayers.

The Ship docked down in May this year to 
commence the repair plan owned by CSS 
(Commercially Supported Ships) and 
contracted to Babcock. The process has been 
a big challenge for the Ship’s Company as they 
have remained onboard to provide care and 
protection of the Ship during the repair. This 
has meant ensuring safe systems of work have 
remained in place for all contractors throughout 
the project.  The ship has issued over 1,200 
safety Permits to Work within a 5 month period 
this figure is expected to reach over 1,500 by 
the end of the repair.

As the ship approaches the end of the repair 
period, our focus is beginning to shift towards 
training the largely new Ship’s Company for 
taking the Ship back to sea. As a team we will 
have to prove to Flag Officer Sea Training we 
are able to operate the ship safely before being 
permitted to transit to our baseport in Plymouth.  

The new engine viewed through the Ship’s hull

The old engine removed

THE END IS IN SIGHT

Aerial view of SCOTT, Rosyth Dockyard



SCOTT’s survey team have grasped every 
opportunity to refresh and test their skills,  
conducting a harbour training survey of Port 
Edgar in South Queensferry. The survey has 
been supported by the Sea Cadet Training 
Centre at Caledonia who have allowed SCOTT 
to use one of their boats and their facilities.

.

PORT EDGAR TRAINING SURVEY

Using the portable survey sonar system

Setting up the survey equipment

The surveyors have trained using a portable 
survey system; a mobile sonar transducer which 
can be attached to any small boat to gather 
soundings of the sea floor. In Dec 2017 teams 
deployed with similar equipment to survey the 
Caribbean harbours struck by hurricane Irma in 
order to provide access for aid ships. Part of  
our training survey included installation of a tide 
pole in the harbour and conducting 24 hour tidal 
observations and re-establishing geodetic 
points; reference points on the earth’s surface 
where precise position is known. Installation of a tide pole at Port Edgar

PO(SR) ‘Banjo’ West, lead surveyor, said 
‘This has been a valuable experience, 
particularly for our junior surveyors, who have 
had very limited practical experience 
completing harbour surveys. It has also 
developed leadership skills organising and 
managing different aspects of the survey plan 
which normally entrusted to higher ranks’.

In return for their support, the harbour survey 
will be delivered to the Sea Cadet unit so they 
have an overview of the depths whilst 
operating their boats within the marina.



SCOTT 150 CELEBRATIONS
The 6th June 2018 a 150th birthday service 
was held for Capt Robert Falcon Scott RN, 
British explorer and namesake of the Royal 
Navy’s Ocean Survey Vessel. In support of 
this prestigious occasion, Cdr Nick Foster, 
Commanding Officer of HMS SCOTT and Lt 
Alex Kubara attended a day of celebration in 
honour of the famous explorer. 

 
The gathering then moved to the Scott Memorial 
Statue at Mount Wise, where a wreath was laid 
by the Lord Lieutenant and a lone piper played 
the Flowers of the Forest.  A gala dinner during 
the evening was preceded by live music from the 
Polar Trio singing Edwardian songs. The Duke of 
Cornwall hotel provided a fantastic venue for the 
meal and Falcon Scott delivered a moving and 
personal speech on growing up in such a famous 
family. Following the meal, proceedings continued 
in the main bar with songs being sung until the 
early hours.  

The day began with a church service at St 
Bartholemew the Apostle church on Outland 
Road in Plymouth, the site of Capt Scott’s  
family house prior to its demolition. An uplifting 
and lively service was presided over by Father 
Richard Silk, the local vicar, with speeches by 
the Devon and Cornwall Polar Society, a song 
from especially written by the children of Ford 
Primary School and the Naval Prayer read by 
Cdr Foster. 

The service finished in style with the unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque, detailing the birth of 
Capt. Scott, by Falcon Scott his grandson, the 
Lord Mayor of Plymouth and Lord Lieutenant of 
Devon.

Cdr Foster reading the Naval Prayer



DISCOVERING SCOTT’S ROOTS
Whilst in Scotland, the Ship’s Company have  taken 
the opportunity to visit the Royal Research Ship 
Discovery alongside in Dundee. The last of the 
sailing research ships to be built in Britain, it was 
specifically designed for Antarctic Research with ice 
breaking capability. Its first mission was the famous 
British National Antarctic Expedition carrying Captain 
Robert Falcon Scott and Ernest Shackleton on their 
first journey to the Antarctic. 

SCOTT POLAR RESEARCH INSTITUTE
The Commanding Officer HMS SCOTT, Cdr Nick 
Foster and the Logistics Officer, Lt Ben Lay have 
also visited the Scott Polar Research Institute (SPRI) 
one of the Ship’s key affiliates earlier this year. 
Established in 1920 as a centre of excellence in the 
study of the Arctic and Antarctic regions and linked 
with the University of Cambridge, Cdr Foster and Lt 
Lay enjoyed a tour of the facilities and met some of 
the research personnel to gain a better 
understanding of the important work they conduct on 
behalf of the UK government. At the end of the tour, 
Cdr Foster was kindly presented with an Atlas of 
Submarine Glacial Landforms, written by Professor 
Julian Dowdeswell, the Director of SPRI. SCOTT’s personnel with members of SPRI

HMS SCOTT last visited Discovery in 2012 on the 
centenary of Captain Scott’s death. The organiser of 
the tour, LS(HM) Saunders, said ‘This is a fantastic 
opportunity for Ship’s Company to learn about the 
Ship’s name sake and particularly for the surveyors 
to understand the first origins of Antarctic survey’. 16 
of the Ship’s company braved the 102mph winds 
recorded in Dundee that afternoon to look around 
this famous ship.  

A full tour was kindly delivered by Ali Gellatly, the 
Education Officer at the Dundee Heritage Trust, and 
it is hoped we have strengthened the bonds 
between HMS SCOTT and the RRS Discovery.

The Wardroom on RRS Discovery

The coal bunker on RRS Discovery

Ship’s Company with the RRS Discovery





PENGUIN SPORT
SCOTT BOUNCES BACK

Ship’s Company have been putting their 
sporting skills to the test taking part in ‘Zorb 
Football’ held in MoD Caledonia. The event 
was funded by the Royal Navy Royal Marines 
Charity fund as part of a Wholeship team 
building event. The afternoon began with a 
series of friendly 5 a-side football matches with 
players wearing giant inflatable zorb ‘ball’ suits.

SCOTT VS ROSYTH DOCKYARD

However as the afternoon wore on the 
competition hotted up with players rolling off 
across the pitch. Fortunately there were no 
broken legs after the activities with the event 
culminating in a Ship’s Company BBQ. PO 
Caterer Fran Boreham said ‘It’s important for 
Ship’s Company to have the opportunity to 
bond, particularly with a challenging work up 
period ahead.’

SCOTT’s football team have also pitted their 
skills against the Rosyth Dockyard contractors. 
Called the “Battle of 3 Dock” by the locals, the 
game was held at Rosyth FC with a specially 
constructed trophy prepared by the yard for the 
victors. A high spirited competitive game 
ensued with the dockyard gaining the upper 
hand in the first half with a 4-0 lead.  With a 
change of goalkeeper and the arrival of some 
fresh substitutes the second half proved far 
closer with SCOTT’s ET ‘Dane’ Bowers scoring 
2 goals and AB ‘Dolly’ Gray scoring from the 
penalty spot and ET Nathan Watson also 
finding the net. Despite a stand-in Babcock 
player gaining another goal for SCTT, and

Winning man of the match, the dockyard proved 
to be too strong in the end with the match 
finishing 7-5 to the Dockyard workers.

HMS SCOTT playing ‘Bubble Football’
Not quite reached the ball!

SCOTT & Rosyth Teams


