“Taking Control of Your Environment”
Launch on World Water Day – 22nd March 2019
Following months of preparation under the guidance of our project manager,
Fleet Warden Rob Casey, on a dry but overcast day, the Water Conservators
launched their “Taking Control of Your Environment” initiative on 22nd March in
Guildhall Yard.
Working with their key partners, Thames Water, the City of London Corporation
(and their “Plastic Free City” campaign) and Thames 21, and the full support of
the Lord Mayor Alderman Peter Estlin, the initiative focuses on three key areas:
•
•
•

using water wisely
what not to put down your drain, and
removing plastic waste in rivers and oceans

With several hundred children and adults present, the event was formally opened by
Sheriff the Hon Liz Green with our Master Simon Catford, Richard Aylard (Thames
Water External Affairs & Sustainability Director) and Natalie Parker (Executive Head
Teacher of Hugh Myddelton/Winton Schools) welcoming everyone and lending
support to the initiative.

Sheriff the Hon Liz Green opening the event

The Master, Simon Catford, welcoming everyone

Richard Aylard took the opportunity (with two
volunteer schoolchildren) to demonstrate, using
water filled bottles, how easily toilet tissue
breaks down but wet wipes (a major cause of
“fatbergs” and beach/foreshore pollution) remain
intact.

Richard Aylard (Thames Water) demonstrating
how wet-wipes do not break down

Schoolchildren and adults took the opportunity
to view the Thames Estuary Partnership (TEP)
video “The Living Thames” which was
screened in the Crypt beneath the Guildhall.
This excellent video, with an introduction by
Sir David Attenborough, held everyone’s attention.

Visitors listening attentively

Our Magic Tap was the main focus of attention (particularly for photographers) in the
displays, but was joined by a Thames Water tanker/jetter, a display of recyclable
plastic by Viridor, stands by Thames Water, Stantec, Thames 21, TEP and the City
of London Corporation (focusing on their Plastic Free City campaign).

The Magic Tap

Thames Water jetter being demonstrated

Part of the Plastic Free City &
Thames 21 displays

A much-admired display was of the
large Albatross (an endangered
species) models made from scrap
plastic by the children from
Myddelton School

Natalie Parker (Executive Head) surrounded by
Albatross models made from discarded plastic

The very well attended event, which ran for over two hours, will be followed up with a
schools’ competition and a photography competition for adults.
Many thanks to everyone who helped pull this event together and manning it on the
day. It was very successful and has helped focus everyone on how they can help
control their environment by using water wisely, not putting wet wipes and oils down
their drain and working to minimise single use plastic.

Keith Tozzi, Past Master

