Thames Foreshore Litter Picking
As part of the events planned to celebrate World Water Day, the Water
Conservators teamed up with Thames 21 and the City of London Corporation
(as part of their Plastic Free City campaign) to clean up the Thames foreshore
at Queenhithe on Saturday 16th March at low tide.
So, on a dry but windy and cold morning some 18 of us (including some
representatives from Nomura and Goldman Sachs - keen supporters of the
Plastic Free City campaign)) met at The Banker (near Cannon Street station)
suitably dressed in warm clothes and wellington boots.
Left: The Banker meeting point

We were welcomed by Jeremy Simons
(City of London Committee Chairman) and
then briefed on health & safety and the
mornings programme by Aj McConville of
Thames 21.

With our newly provided safety
gloves we set off for
Queenhithe, just a 5-minute
walk away. With the aid of
portable steps, we clambered
over a concrete wall and down
onto the “beach”.
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Above: The Master & Keith Tozzi excitedly
receiving their safety gloves!
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Below: Details of the Queenhithe foreshore

Above: The Master goes over the wall

We split into groups of three or four and with the aid of a 1m square frame,
carefully picked plastics, recorded them and placed them in bags for later
disposal.
The beach had been cleaned just two weeks before, but it was staggering how
many bottles, straws, cotton buds, tile spacers and pen tops we found!

Above: Tray of plastics picked from one 1m x 1m square
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Below: typical close up foreshore scene

The picking lasted
for about an hour
and then with the
plastics fully
recorded and
bagged up we
climbed back over
the concrete wall.
The largest item we
discovered was a
Wandsworth street
litter bin!

We were also surprised to find plenty of evidence of animal bones, shells,
bricks and clay pipes from London’s
historic past.

Above: The Master with a prized plastic lily he
found

Left: The Master, Rob Casey and Jeremy
Simons (City of London Committee Chairman)
with the large street bin
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The sight of the substantial volume of discarded single use plastic we picked,
was a shock to us all. The data collected from this and several other sites along
the Thames is being carefully recorded by Thames 21 and will provide
invaluable information for the City of London Corporation and its
Plastic Free City Campaign.
Interestingly, the Queenhithe site, as a result of rivers flows and the location of
combined stormwater overflows, has hardly any wet wipes – Thames 21 report
a very different story near Hammersmith and further east along the Thames.
We then returned to the nearby Thames 21 office to place the plastic waste in a
variety of recycling bins, washed our hands and headed back to The Banker for
a light lunch. After a few words of thanks from our Master, Simon Catford, we
all set off on our way home.
A good mornings’ work!

Keith Tozzi, Past Master
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