
The Worshipful Company of Water Conservators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing Orders of 

The Worshipful Company of Water Conservators 

 

As approved at the Election Court on 21st April 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Worshipful Company of Water Conservators 

 

 

STANDING ORDERS 

 

Table of Contents 

 

 

 

1. Name ........................................................................................................... 1 

2. Ordinances ................................................................................................. 1 

3. Membership ............................................................................................... 1 

4. The Court ................................................................................................... 3 

5. Standing Committees ................................................................................ 6 

6. Company Business .................................................................................... 7 

7. Company Events ....................................................................................... 9 

8. Bailiff .......................................................................................................... 9 

9. Standing Orders ...................................................................................... 10 

 

 

 



The Worshipful Company of Water Conservators 

 

 1 

 

STANDING ORDERS 

 

 

1. Name 

1.1 The name of the Company is THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF WATER 

CONSERVATORS herein referred to as “the Company”. 

 

2. Ordinances  

2.1 The Ordinances of the Company are as adopted on the 20th day of January 2000. 

 

3. Membership  

3.1 Admission to Membership (Freedom and Livery of the Company) shall be in accordance 

with the procedure contained in the Ordinances, with proper regard for the Custom of 

London and with regulations made from time to time by the Court. 

3.2 Membership of the Company shall be by Application (on the appropriate form). 

Applications for Freedom of the Company shall be considered by the Finance, Membership 

and General Purposes Committee, who in so doing may arrange an interview. The applicant, 

if successful, shall be admitted by arrangement. 

3.3 Before admission applicants shall pay the fees for joining the Company as a Freeman 

which shall be determined from time to time by the Court. The applicant shall also pay such 

Quarterages as shall from time to time be determined by the Court. 

3.3.1 A Freeman shall subscribe to the Declaration of a Freeman in the Declaration Book as 

set out below: 

 “I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will at all times promote the 

principles of the Water Conservators Company whereof I have been admitted as a Freeman.  

I will at all times abide by the rules and Ordinances that have been approved by this Court.  

So long as I am a Freeman I will do nothing which will be detrimental to the peace of the 

Nation, to the Sovereignty or to the City.  Upon acquiring knowledge of any default in the 

rules or Ordinances of the Company I will without prejudice bring such contraventions to 

the attention of the Court”. 

3.3.2 On admission to the Company a Freeman shall be presented with and receive a 

certificate and a ‘Tear’ Badge signifying Freedom of the Company, which shall be worn on 

all official and ceremonial occasions.  The necessary steps shall then be taken at Guildhall to 

become a Freeman of the City of London. 

3.4 A Freeman shall cease to be an active member of the Company (a) if the Freeman shall 

become bankrupt or compound with any creditor or (b) if the Freeman shall be in arrears for 

more than six months in the payment of any fees, quarterages or fines and the Court after 
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giving the Freeman notice of any default and failing satisfactory explanation resolves that 

membership shall cease or (c) if the Freeman makes a false statement or by other improper 

conduct is responsible for, or accessory to, the admission of any person to the Freedom of 

the Company who would not otherwise have been admitted or (d) if the Freeman shall do or 

cause to be done any act or thing harmful to the interests of the Company and if the Court, 

after affording the Freeman an opportunity of attending before the Court as laid down in the 

Ordinances, resolves that active membership shall cease. 

3.5 Admission to the Livery shall be in accordance with the procedure contained in the 

Ordinances, with proper regard for the Custom of London and with Regulations made from 

time to time by the Court. 

3.6 Before admission applicants shall pay the fees for admission to the Livery which shall be 

determined from time to time by the Court. The applicant shall also pay such Quarterages as 

shall from time to time be determined by the Court. 

3.7.1 A Liveryman shall subscribe to the Declaration of a Liveryman in the Declaration 

Book as set out below: 

 “I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will at all times promote the 

principles of the Water Conservators Company whereof I have been admitted as a 

Liveryman.  I will at all times abide by the rules and Ordinances that have been approved by 

this Court.  So long as I am a Liveryman I will do nothing which will be detrimental to the 

peace of the Nation, to the Sovereignty or to the City.  Upon acquiring knowledge of any 

default in the rules or Ordinances of the Company I will without prejudice bring such 

contraventions to the attention of the Court”. 

3.7.2 On admission to the Livery a Liveryman shall be presented with and receive a 

certificate and a ‘Tear’ Badge signifying Livery of the Company, which shall be worn on all 

official and ceremonial occasions. 

3.8 A Liveryman shall cease to be a member of the Company (a) if the Liveryman shall 

become bankrupt or compound with any creditor or (b) if the Liveryman shall be in arrears 

for more than six months in the payment of any fees, quarterages or fines and the Court after 

giving the Liveryman notice of any default and failing satisfactory explanation resolves that 

membership shall cease or (c) if the Liveryman makes a false statement or by other improper 

conduct is responsible for, or accessory to, the admission of any person to the Company who 

would not otherwise have been admitted or (d) if the Liveryman shall do or cause to be done 

any act or thing harmful to the interests of the Company or the profession and if the Court, 

after affording the Liveryman an opportunity of attending before the Court as laid down in 

the Ordinances, resolves that active membership shall cease.  Where it shall be the case the 

Court has the right to demote a Liveryman back to the status of Freeman. 

3.9 The Clerk shall maintain up to date registers in which the names of all current persons 

admitted to the Freedom or Livery of the Company shall be kept together with such 

qualifications and other particulars as the Court may from time to time prescribe by 

Resolution. 
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4. The Court 

4.1 The affairs of the Company as laid down in the Ordinances shall be managed by the 

Court which shall consist of a Master, Thames Warden, Fleet Warden, Walbrook Warden 

and not less than ten or more than twenty four Assistants, all such Members of the Court 

being Freemen of the Company and the City of London and Liverymen of the Company. 

4.2 No Liveryman shall be qualified for election to the Court unless a statement in the 

following form is signed by the Liveryman and is in the Clerk’s possession:- 

 “I solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I have never at any 

time been adjudicated bankrupt or failed in business or directly or indirectly compounded 

my debts paying any creditor less than the full sum of one hundred pence in the pound and I 

hereby agree that if I am elected to membership of the Court of Assistants of the Water 

Conservators Company I will undertake in due time if so elected to do the office of 

Walbrook Warden, Fleet Warden, Thames Warden and Master and thereafter if I fail in my 

circumstances as aforesaid, I will forthwith report the matter to a meeting of the said Court 

specially convened to receive my said report: and I further sincerely affirm that I make this 

solemn Declaration without any mental or other reservation of any kind”. 

4.3.1 In order to be eligible for election to Master, a Member of the Court should have held 

the office of Thames Warden or Fleet or Walbrook Warden of the Company. 

4.3.2 In the event of there being no Member of the Court who is qualified for election as 

Master under 4.3.1 or, being so qualified is unable or unwilling to accept the office of 

Master if so elected, then 4.3.1 shall not apply and the Master for the coming year shall be 

elected from Members of the Court who have already served as Master. 

4.4.1 To achieve orderly progression, Wardens shall progress annually from Walbrook to 

Fleet to Thames Warden and shall be elected accordingly. In the event of there being no 

willing candidate from this progression in either case, there shall be a ballot as defined in 

4.4.2 below.   

4.4.2 Unless otherwise indicated by any Court Assistant to the contrary, all Court Assistants 

who satisfy the requirements of Standing Order 4.4.3 below shall be considered by the 

Nominations Committee for the office of Walbrook Warden. The Nominations Committee 

shall consist of the three Wardens and three Past Masters who are sitting on the Court. 

Chairmanship of the Committee shall be in accordance with Standing Order 5.2.4 below. 

The Nominations Committee will then make a recommendation to the Election Court. 

4.4.3 Candidates for election to Walbrook Warden (or any office of Warden remaining 

unfilled) shall have served not less than one year on the Court at the date of installation to 

the office of Walbrook Warden or any office of Warden.  

4.4.4 Each nominee for election as Walbrook Warden shall give an assurance in writing to 

the Court that, if elected, they would be prepared to serve the offices of Fleet Warden, 

Thames Warden and Master respectively if and when elected thereto, unless prevented from 

doing so for good and sufficient reason. 

4.4.5 At the Election Court the ballot will be conducted according to the following 

procedure:- 
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 The Clerk shall circulate to all Members of the Court ballot papers containing 

the names of candidates for election to the office in respect of which a ballot is being 

conducted.  If more than one vacancy for Warden is to be the subject of the ballot then a 

separate ballot paper shall be circulated for each vacancy.  Ballots shall be conducted and 

decided in the order of seniority of the offices in respect of which ballots have been 

demanded, commencing with the most senior. The Nominations Committee shall appoint 

two scrutineers to supervise the ballot or ballots who shall report the result of each ballot in 

turn to the Clerk. The Clerk shall announce the results at the end of the ballot. In the event 

of a tie, a decision shall be made by the Nominations Committee. The Master will notify 

Court Assistants in writing of the decision of the Nominations Committee. 

4.5 During the year of office the Master shall be a member of all Committees (with the 

exception of the Nominations Committee) and an ex officio member of all Sub-Committees.  

The Master at all meetings of the Court and the Chairman (or Deputy Chairman if and when 

occupying the chair) at all Committee and Sub-Committee meetings shall if required have a 

second or casting vote. 

4.6 The most junior Past Master shall be the Deputy Master. The Master may designate any 

Past Master or Warden to act as his deputy for any external event.   

4.7.1 The Master and Wardens shall make their Declaration of Office at the Installation 

Court at which they are admitted to office whereat they shall also assume their respective 

duties, gowns and badges of office.  The Declaration of Office shall be:- 

 “I …………. do solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will be 

good and true unto our Sovereign Lady/Lord the Queen’s/King’s Majesty and to the lawful 

Heirs and Successors to the Sovereign and that I will use my best endeavours to carry out 

the duties of Master/Thames Warden/Fleet Warden/Walbrook Warden of the Water 

Conservators Company to the credit and to the benefit of the said Company; that I will 

execute or cause to be executed all lawful Ordinances and Standing Orders of the said 

Company throughout the time I shall occupy the Office of Master/Thames Warden/Fleet 

Warden/Walbrook Warden as aforesaid without discrimination towards any man for malice, 

affection, favour, reward or promise of reward and that I will preserve as entirely 

confidential all documents and other proceedings of the Court of the Master, Wardens and 

Assistants of the said Company”. 

4.7.2 The business of the Installation Court may be preceded/followed by a Divine Service 

held at such a place of Public Worship or otherwise as the Court shall decide. 

4.8 The Master, Wardens and Past Masters (and the Clerk, the Chaplain and the Beadle 

when they or any of them are in attendance) shall wear gowns and (as the case may be) 

badges of office on all official and ceremonial occasions. 

4.9.1 Any three Liverymen of the Company may nominate another liveryman for election to 

the Court provided always that such liveryman shall have been a Liveryman of the Company 

for not less than one year at the date of the Installation Court Meeting when they become a 

Member of the Court. 

4.9.2 Election to the Court shall be decided by members of the Court.  
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4.9.3 Subject to 4.9.4 below Court Assistants shall be elected for a 3 year term and may seek 

re-election for further terms of up to three years provided their re-nomination is supported 

by two Liverymen. 

4.9.4 Subject to 4.9.5 below all Members of the Court shall retire at the conclusion of the 

Installation Court Meeting if they have served 12 years as a Court Assistant having not been 

elected as a Warden. 

4.9.5 The four most junior Past Masters shall automatically be Members of the Court.  On 

completion of their four years they shall retire from the Court. If one of these Past Masters 

dies or is unfit to hold office then the vacancy shall be filled by the next most junior Past 

Master even if he or she has left the Court.  In the event that there is no Past Master eligible 

then the post shall remain vacant until filled from below. 

4.9.6 Past Masters no longer on the Court shall normally receive all Court Papers and may 

attend all Court functions. 

4.9.7 Past Masters no longer on the Court may continue to attend Court meetings if they so 

wish, but shall speak only with the permission of the Master and they may not vote. If they 

attend Court meetings they shall continue to pay a Court Fine. 

4.10 In the event of the death or incapacity of the Master, the most junior Past Master shall 

assume the functions of the Master in all matters related to Company business until such 

time as the Court either confirms the arrangement or installs a new Master.  During this 

period the most junior Past Master shall be known as the Deputy Master. 

4.11.1 The Court shall be convened in accordance with the Ordinances at least four times 

during each calendar year.  

4.11.2 Subject to 4.12 the decisions of the Court and all the Committees and Sub-

Committees of the Company shall be reached by way of a simple majority of votes whether 

voting takes place by a show of hands or by ballot. 

4.11.3 A record shall be kept of the Members attending Court, Committee and Sub-

Committee meetings by the Clerk. 

4.11.4 If any Member of the Court is regularly without justification absent at Court meetings 

the Clerk shall inform the Court of the circumstances of the case.  In deciding upon 

appropriate action the Court may by resolution request the Member concerned to attend 

Court meetings regularly in future or resign from the Court.  If at a subsequent meeting of 

the Court it is apparent the Member (not being a Past Master of the Company) has failed to 

comply with this request the Court may resolve with a majority of two thirds of the 

Members present that the Member shall cease to be a Member of the Court forthwith, and 

shall be informed in writing. 

4.12 The Election Court shall, in addition to normal Court business, include the election of 

the Master and Wardens for the coming year and the appointment or re-appointment of the 

Clerk, the Beadle and the Chaplain.  For the purpose of these elections the quorum at the 

Election Court shall be not less than one third of the total number of the Members of the 

Court. 
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5. Standing Committees 

5.1 The affairs of the Company shall be promoted and overseen by Standing Committees, 

namely, the Master’s Committee (Strategy Working Group), the Finance, Membership and 

General Purposes Committee, the Nominations Committee and the Past Masters Committee:  

 The Standing Committees shall meet as often as is determined to conduct their 

business. Their proceedings shall be minuted and reported to the Court in every case.  A 

quorum at a Standing Committee (not including the Past Masters Committee which shall 

decide its own quorum) shall be not less than a Master/Chairman (or his appointed Deputy 

for such committee meeting), a Warden plus three Members of the Court and the Clerk (or 

his appointed Deputy for such committee meeting) except in the case of the Master’s 

Committee where a quorum shall be 3 including the Master, one Warden and the Clerk (or 

his appointed Deputy for such committee meeting). 

 

5.2 Unless otherwise decided from time to time by the Court the composition of these 

Committees, their Chairmen and recording procedures shall be as follows: 

5.2.1 Master’s Committee (Strategy Working Group) 

Chairman: The Master. 

Composition: The Master, Wardens, and Clerk.  However, the Committee will be 

entitled to co-opt from time to time an appropriate person or persons for one or more 

meetings or for any specific agenda items. Such person will not be entitled to vote at any 

meeting. 

Function: To deal with any Special Purposes delegated to it by the Court or 

determined by the Master.  

Meetings: To meet as and when needed. 

Minutes/Report: Formal Minutes to be taken by the Clerk and a report prepared by the 

Clerk for submission to the Court. 

5.2.2 Finance, Membership and General Purposes Committee 

Chairman: The Master, or in his absence the Thames Warden. 

Composition: The Master, Wardens, Deputy Master, the Honorary Treasurer, and up to 

8 court Assistants who have not passed the Chair.  However, the Committee will be entitled 

to co-opt from time to time an appropriate person or persons for one or more meetings or for 

any specific agenda items. Such person will not be entitled to vote at any meeting. 

Function: This Committee shall be the main Committee and shall deal with all 

matters of Finance, Membership and General Purposes including all matters of charity not 

dealt with by the Water Conservation Trust.  It shall have as many Sub-Committees, task 

groups and activity champions as it considers appropriate.   

Meetings: The main Committee shall meet quarterly. The Sub-Committees and 

Task Groups shall meet as required and shall report to the main Committee. 
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Minutes/Report: Formal Minutes to be taken by the Clerk and a report shall be prepared 

by the Clerk for submission to the Court. Those Minutes will incorporate any reports of Sub 

Committees or, Task Groups, which will keep whatever Minutes are necessary for their 

business.   

5.2.3 Past Masters Committee 

Chairman: To be decided by the Past Masters. 

Composition: A minimum of 4 Past Masters.  

Function: To be a source of support, advice and wisdom for the benefit of the 

Court and Master. 

The Committee shall have power to invite the Master and/or Wardens and/or the Clerk to 

attend any meeting in whole or in part. 

Meetings: As determined is necessary and Minutes to be kept of such meetings. 

5.2.4 The Nominations Committee 

Chairman: The last Past Master to retire from the Court or in his or her absence the 

Thames Warden. 

Composition:  The Wardens and three Past Masters still on the Court.  

Function: To assist in the election of Court Assistants to the positions of Wardens; 

making the candidates aware of all the responsibilities and commitments. 

To supervise the election of Wardens, particularly the Walbrook Warden.   

Meetings: At least once a year and minutes to be kept of such meetings.  

5.3 Court Assistants shall be nominated to serve on the various Committees at the beginning 

of each Master’s year by the Incoming Master and Clerk who will take into account 

availability, preferences and particular skills. 

5.4 To assist the various Standing Committees and the Clerk in the discharge of their duties 

the Court shall at any time appoint a Member of the Court to be Honorary Treasurer of the 

Company and the Honorary Treasurer shall, whilst acting in that capacity be a Member of 

the Finance, Membership and General Purposes Committee. The appointment of Honorary 

Treasurer shall be agreed at the Election Court Meeting, any such appointment being for a 

minimum of one year and not more than four years, although the Court shall have the power 

to terminate the appointment at any time. 

 

6. Company Business 

6.1 The business considered at any meetings of the Court or Committee or Sub-Committee 

shall be confined to items appearing upon the Agenda paper for that meeting, except that a 

matter may be raised on the grounds of urgency or ‘Any Other Business’ at the discretion of 

the Chairman of that meeting. 
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6.2 No Member other than the proposer or mover of the matter by way of reply, may speak 

more than once upon any item before the Court or any Committee or Sub-Committee, 

except by permission of the Chairman. 

6.3 Where a draft recommendation or resolution is to be taken as an item upon the Agenda 

of any meeting of the Court, Committee or Sub-Committee particulars of which are 

circulated in advance with the Agenda, any Member intending to propose an amendment 

must supply the Clerk with particulars in writing prior to the meeting. 

6.4 The record of the proceedings of all meetings (except that of the Master’s Committee 

and the Past Masters Committee) and of the Court and any separate Minutes of Committee 

or Sub-Committee meetings (except that of the Master’s Committee) shall be open to 

inspection by all Members of the Court on request to the Clerk. 

6.5 The record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Court and any separate Minutes of 

Standing Committees shall be circulated as soon as reasonably practicable after each 

meeting thereof but under no circumstances later than the day on which the summons of the 

next meeting of the Court or Standing Committee is despatched. 

6.6 The first item of business at every meeting of the Court shall be the Minutes of the 

previous meeting which shall, subject to any agreed amendments, be confirmed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman.  Such Minutes shall include reports on or the Minutes of 

any associated meetings of Committees or Sub-Committees. 

6.7 A special meeting of the Court shall be convened on the written request of the Master or 

any three Members of the Court addressed to the Clerk and setting out the subject for 

discussion at the special meeting. As soon as practicable after receipt of such a request the 

Clerk shall give to every Member of the Court not less than twenty-one days notice of the 

date, place, time and subject fixed for the special meeting of the Court. 

6.8 At any special Court meeting no business shall be transacted other than that stated in the 

notice convening such a meeting. 

6.9 Between the regular meetings of the Court and in urgent circumstances where it is 

impracticable to have a special meeting of the Court, the Master or a Warden together with 

the Clerk are empowered to act on behalf of the Company provided that no action is taken 

contrary to or inconsistent with previous decisions of the Court. 

6.10 No expenditure (unless included within the Annual Budget approved by the Court) in 

excess of £2,000.00 (Two Thousand Pounds), or such other sums as the Court may from 

time to time decide, shall be incurred or paid out on behalf of the Company without the prior 

approval of the Court provided that any such excess expenditure may be authorised by the 

Master or a Warden together with the Clerk if in their opinion such expenditure is not ultra 

vires the Company’s powers to make or incur and it would be prejudicial to the Company’s 

interests if the expenditure were not made or incurred at the relevant time. 

6.11 Public statements may be made or published on behalf of the Company only by the 

Master or, if authorised, by the Clerk. No Member of the Court, Officer, or employee except 

the Clerk and the Master is empowered to act or to purport to act or indulge in 

correspondence on behalf of the Company unless authorised so to do by the Master or the 

Clerk. 
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6.12 Copies of any correspondence or papers received by a Member of the Court, Officer or 

employee of the Company referring to the affairs of the Company or to any other Member of 

the Court, Officer or employee, shall be sent or delivered to the Master and to the Clerk and 

when possible no later than fourteen days after receipt. 

6.13 A copy of the Agenda for every meeting of the Court (other than a special meeting) 

and/or every Committee or Sub-Committee shall be circulated to each Member of the Court, 

Committee or Sub-Committee at least 7 days prior to the meeting. 

6.14 Agendas and other papers circulated to Members of the Court, Committees or Sub-

Committees of the Company are confidential.  The contents must not be disclosed in whole 

or in part to any person who is not entitled to receive them, provided that such disclosure 

may be authorised by the Master after consultation with the Clerk and, if deemed desirable, 

taking professional advice. 

6.15 The Court and any Committee or Sub-Committee may invite any person or persons to 

attend a meeting or meetings, and such persons may be heard if, in the opinion of the 

constituent Members, it would be in the best interests of the Company provided that any 

person so attending shall not be entitled to vote. 

6.16 All funds received by the Company or on its behalf by its servants or agents shall be 

paid without delay into an appropriate account of the Company in a bank appointed by the 

Court.  All withdrawals shall be authenticated in the manner prescribed by the Court from 

time to time on the advice if necessary of the Finance, Membership and General Purposes 

Committee or the Company’s accountants or auditors.    

6.17 Annually, on completion of year of office, the Master shall produce a short report on 

the events and business affairs of the Company, including a financial summary which shall 

be communicated in writing to all members of the Company.  

 

7. Company Events 

7.1 The annual events of the Company would normally consist of an Installation 

Lunch/Dinner, an Election Lunch/Dinner, an Autumn Luncheon, an Annual Banquet, a 

Lunch (Myddleton) to celebrate the Granting of Livery, a Christmas Lunch, the United 

Guild Service (St Paul’s) and luncheon, Conservancy Day, golf tournament, Christmas 

Carol Service. All Company and other social events shall be agreed by the Master and Clerk 

in consultation with and where necessary approval by the Finance, Membership and General 

Purposes Committee (or such Sub-Committee or Task Group as it appoints). 

 

8. Bailiff 

8.1 The new Fleet Warden after the Election Court may nominate to the Court a suitable 

member of the Company (who is not a member of the Court) to be his Bailiff.  The 

Installation Court shall then be requested to confirm the appointment so that the Bailiff can 

be installed at the same time as the Warden.  If the Court shall not accept the nomination so 

made then the incoming Master shall appoint a suitable member to be Bailiff in his place. 
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8.2 A Bailiff shall be appointed for the period of tenancy of his appointed Warden/Master. 

The Bailiff shall automatically retire upon completion of the Master’s year but shall not be 

eligible for reappointment. 

8.3 In the event of a Bailiff being elected to the Court while serving as a Bailiff or in the 

event that a Bailiff dies or resigns while in office then the Master may appoint a suitable 

replacement or allow the Bailiff to continue his duties in addition to serving on the Court. 

8.4 A Bailiff must be prepared to attend the Installation Court Lunch and the majority of the 

Company’s other formal functions during the period in which the office is held.   

8.5 The duties of a Bailiff will be as directed by the Master and/or the Wardens or the Clerk 

of the day appertaining to the event in question. 

 

9. Standing Orders 

9.1 At a properly convened Court Meeting the Standing Orders of the Company may be 

suspended by resolution supported by not less than three fourths of the total number of 

members of the Court be it by way of proxy or attendance at any Court Meeting at which 

such a resolution to suspend Standing Orders is an Agenda item. Subject to the above the 

Standing Orders cannot be suspended but may be amended in accordance with the following 

procedure: 

9.2 Notice of proposed amendments to Standing Orders shall be given by the Clerk when the 

Agenda for a Court meeting or an Extraordinary Court Meeting at which the proposed 

amendments will be considered is issued, and a copy of the proposed amendments shall at 

the same time be circulated to every Member of the Court not less than 21 days before the 

meeting. 

9.3 In the event of the Court resolving that Standing Orders should be amended, the 

approved amendments shall not come into force and effect until the Minutes of the Court 

meeting at which they were approved have been ratified at the next meeting of the Court. 
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